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ABSTRACT 



This paper describes HealthWorks! Kids' Museum, an education 
center designed to help K-8 students understand and make healthy lifestyle 
choices. The museum includes an exhibit floor, interactive classrooms, a 
teacher resource room, and interactive exhibits for children. These exhibits 
include the Main Brain theater, the Skin Crawl Wall, and All About Me 
computer sections . The museum works with students and teachers to improve 
health education in and out of school . It strives to impact parents and 
community members as well as children and to ultimately improve the health of 
the community by addressing the public's knowledge, behavior, and attitudes 
about health. A longitudinal evaluation is assessing the program. It involves 
multiple stakeholders, multiple goals, multiple data sources, and formative 
and summative analysis. To date, evaluations indicate that students consider 
the museum experience fun; teachers, parents, and community members have 
increased awareness and knowledge of health issues through participation; and 
the goal of a planned program of interactive, meaningful health education 
curricula and instruction has been realized. Next steps include continuing 
data collection and formative analysis; beginning summative analysis; and 
designing program indicators and benchmarks for longitudinal measures 
reflecting overall community health. (SM) 
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because it’s fun! 




Museum exhibits, programming & 
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The museum consists of: 
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over 700 students per 
week. 



Interactive exhibit floor includes: 
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First, we’re working with students & 
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Second, we’d also like to impact 
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our community needs. 
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Fourth, to assess our impact we must take 
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In most evaluation projects: 
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to be considered. 



What’s this look like in real life? 
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The project fits with gathering 
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Of course, we like everyone else 
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Characteristics of a good evaluation (J 
Committee, 1981) 



We involve stakeholders in the 
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The Confirming Evidence Approach 
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Mixed Method Evaluations make 
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- Conflicting & confounding data. 
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Some sample claim statements from 
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